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MESSAGE FOR THE CHAIRMAN

Shipmates & Associate Members!

| hope that the endf-year holiday period was joyful and that health is abound with you and your families. Additionallg,
that you find this edition of fAThe Raveno interestkthave
again become the Newsletter Editor and will make a concerted effort to issue our newsletter quarterly.

| thank the reunion attendees for electing me both Chairman and Reunion Planner of the SHVA. | will meet your expsd
of these positions by performing the related duties to the best of my abilities.

Our first reunion was both long overdue and enjoyed by all. The tours were great even though the Navy did not perm
tour a ship. Later articles give more information with pictures about the reunion.

At the Business Meeting during the reunion, volunteers filled all but one of our vacant péshimthselected and appointed
positions. The next article has information about that open position. | thank all who volunteered.

Also, we elected to hold reunions biennially and hold them in different cities in different geographic areas of thé count
roughly the Eastern, Time Zone, the Central Time Zone, and the combined Mountain and Pacific Time Zones. Some
restrictions exist for the selection of the host cities, and as Reunion Planner, | will propose at each reunion 3 iad Agxite
cities in the geographic areas for the reunion attendees to vote upon. My choice of the proposed cities will be baaag
factors that contribute to the fibest bang for thma bu
airport, discount airlines use that airport, and that the host hotel will provide free shuttle service to and from théairpor
reunion aboard a cruise ship will also be an option for our reunions. Three important criteria for a cruise reunitreare:
time of the year desired, 2) the port of departure, 3) the number of days/nights for the cruise, and 4) the ports of call.

That being said, our next reunion will be ldpased in Charleston, S.C. | submitted a Request for Proposal (RFP) to the
Charleston Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB). An RFP is a document that contains my basic requirements of

hotel 6s consideration for our reunion. The CVB dooars
meet the requirements mentioned. Some interested hotels have submitted to me draft proposals from which | will sl
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN (continued)

4 fibesto deal s. Sometime in early spring, Il wi |l Is;thpner |ff or m

select the hotel with the best deal for the money. So, make preliminary plans to attend that reunion. It will be betwereng
01 Sep and 31 Oct 2012. Based on the results of the completed feedback forms from our first reuniony¢umiddl2eriod

will be from a Thurs. morning through that Sat. night. When | establish the actual dates for the reunion, | will infaith gou
AiFirst Call to Reuniono that wildl provi dNOTBEWSED B es a
REGISTER FOR THAT REUNION; it will provide preliminary information for your planning purposes only. | will send thg

ReunionRegistration Packets out in Apr 2@ 2nore than a year from now. To get an idea of how many members might aftend

the 2012 reunion, | will send a brief survey to all to query your intentions about attending the reunion. Having soinhevded

many attendees we might have helps me provide numbers on the contract with the host hotel that will avoid problems aggociated

with attrition and allow me to obtain the reasonable prices for group meals. | will sign a contract with the host hetahnaor

year ahead of the reunion so that the hotel will reserve enough sleeping rooms at a discounted rate and have adequateT nctio

spaces reserved for us.

Howard Dobson

Chairman & Reunion Planner

8 Colony Blvd., Apt. 338C

Wilmington, DE 198021426

Phone/Fax: 3027641197 E-Mail: howardvaldobson@verizon.net

ASSISTANT REUNION PLANNER NEEDED

At the Business Meeting during the reunion, | forgot to mention the need for an Assistant Reunio® Rlarapgrointed positio
by the Chairman; thus, it is not an elected position. Although this is an important position, the person in this plbsition wi
essentially have no activities/duties unless the Reunion Planner becomes unable to function.

s )

The position has great advantages for someone who has time to travel occasionally or would like to travel to attend
military-reunionrelated conferences and tours. His spouse/partner may accompany him. Such functions typically span B

days

and 4 nights. The stay at hotels, all tours, and all or most meals are free! These functions are called FAMs, ConBANIs, [@r T

Hall Meetings depending upon who sponsors the event. ConFAMs and Town Hall Meetings have a small registration feg
$50/person or $90/couple) and FAMs are totally free. Prior membership with Reunion Friendly Network (RFN) and The |4
for Military Reunions (The Alliance) is required to attend a ConFAM or Town Hall Meeting, respectively. Convention &\
Bureaus (CVB) host FAMs. FAM means Familiarization TId
tour® no information/instruction about reunion planning. ConFAM adddhaobur fAconf erenceodo aboly
-anddine event. The Town Hall Meeting is comparable to a ConFAM. The volunteer will be financially responsible for

transportation to and from any of these functions hféel
purposes of either of these functions is to provide the attendees reasons to bring their reunions to those citiestaecean S¢
see the personal advantages of the position while collecting information about the city/area for the Reunion Planrageto e\

Requirements for the position are:

o Membership in RFN and The Alliance (both are free).

o The ability to travel periodically anoh your own scheduldor the most part.

o E-Mail & Internet access.
Planning fomilitary reunions is a complex matter that is NOT comparable to planning family reunions or gatherings of other
small groups. A military reunion results in a signed contract with the host hotel and tour operator well in advance of the r eunion.
This is the driving force for the first bulleted item. Training is a requirement, and two organizations provide it in many f orms.
Memberships are free.

If you are interested, let me knowwill provide additional details to candidates. My contact info is at the end of the previous
article.

Howard Dobson
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST SSBN DETERRENT PATROL

Lt. Ed Early, Commander, Submarine Group 9 Public Affairs, Navy News Service, Nov 17, 2010

BANGOR, Wash-- When the ballistic missile submarine, USS George Washington (SSBN 598), departed Charleston,
50years ago, it marked the beginning of a new era in strategic deterrence.

On Nov. 15, 1960, USS George Washington (SSBN 598) began the U.S. Navy's first SSBN deterrent patrol. As the Na
commemorates the golden anniversary of the George Washington's historic deployment, the ballistic missile submaring
key component of our nation's strategic deterrent. With her stealth capability and the 16 Polaris missiles she caeagk th
Washington provided the United States with a forward presence unprecedented in naval history.

As the Navy celebrates the golden anniversary of the George Washington's historic deployment, the ballistic missile su
remains a key component of our nation's strategic deterrent. Today, the Navy employs-¢ka€3hioident SSBNs in its
deterrent forcé eight at Naval Base Kitsapangor, Wash., and six at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Ga.

AUSS George Washington revolutionized the way we cond
Bob Hennegan, Commander, Submarine Group 9. "The legacy of that first patrol is the strong, capable deterrent foroe
today's Navy."

Commissioned on Dec. 30, 1959, the George Washington was originally laid down in 1957 as the-8kipjaattack
submarine Scorpion (SSN 589). However, the decision was made to addamtl8€ction behind the sail that would carry 16
Polaris Almissiles, resulting in the world's first ballistic missile submarine.

Following her commissioning, the George Washington would successfully carry out the first submerged Polaris launch
20, 1960 at the Atlantic Missile Test Range, launching two missiles. Later that year, she left her homeport of Grotdor C
Charleston to load her full complement of Polaris missiles.

Cmdr. James Osborn, Jr. and his Blue Crew took the George Washington out of Charleston on Nov. 15 to begin her hi
patrol, which concluded Jan. 21, 1961 at New London, Conn., after 66 days submerged. The George Washington's Go
followed with its first patrol from Februasspril 1961.

George Washington was the first of the "41 For Freedoth& Navy's first 41 ballistic missile submarines. Together, they p
the way for future Polaris, Poseidon, and Trident submarines that continue to maintain the nation's strategic deterrent t

Article submitted for the AThe Ravenodo by:
George Nault
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE SUCCESS OF THE REUNION and GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION

174

David Koeppenpurchased and donated reunion ball caps for thg
reunion attendees. (Picture on the right.)

Bill Sauer provided three coffee urns for the Hospitality Room.
This saved the SHVA considerable money over the hotel providi
coffee.

Bruce Fulbright, one of the winners of the 8D drawing donated
his winnings to the SHVA.

Some members brought items for display and for auction.

Art Bivens is donating the money he receives from purchases of
bookFrom Sailboats to Submarinésthe SHVA.

THANKS TO ALL AND ANYONE WHOM | FORGOT TO MENTION.
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REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES

The reunion was an enjoyable event, and the tours were worthwhile. We began our tours on Friday morning with a stog

Nauticus Maritime Museum. This facility had many attractions within and included a tour of the battleship Wisconsin. \;\J
d

viewed a short movie about the history of the battleship and attended two interactive theaters: Aegis Defense System
Battleship X Design.

Our next destination was a ridlerough tour of Naval Station Norfolk with lunch at Vista Point Catering Center. We visited re

USS Scorpion Memorial, but we were not permitted to take pictures in the area of the piers. Our Memorial Service otte]
David Adams Memori al Chapel. Pol | y Ma6yBternal Batalwhb attended thé
reunion with her husband, Jim, addressed the congregation and read a moving poem. A list of those reported to be on H
Patrol is on page 19.

On Saturday, we enjoyed ahdur, buffetlunch cruise aboard the Spirit of Norfolk on the Elizabeth River. The ride took s |
to Naval Station Norfolk and back.

Pictures associated with the reunion follow. Many attendees contributed their photos.

W :

The host hotel The lobby of the hotel with the SHVA banner

Aegis Interactive Theater (USS Aegis) Reunion attendees prepare to defend the ship
against simultaneous attacks from the air and sea
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REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES (continued)

Tim Bohdan (Il eft)

1
BB
e L

AR RS

poses as Jay Roberts huog

Nancy Franz leans on a rack of
simulated powder bags for the 16-in. guns

The start of the buffet line
for dinner on Friday evening

Lunch at the Vista Point Catering
Center at Naval Station Norfolk

Fridayds buffet
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REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES (continued)

Walking to board the Spirit of Norfolk The Spirit of Norfolk

Our group dining aboard the Spirit

Dining aboard the Spirit Robert ATIimd Franz (1| ef
converse aboard the Spirit




REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES (continued)

Sandy Dobson joins in a line dance aboard the Spirit Bruce & Connie Fulbright dance aboard the Spirit

Clockwise from the far left: David Koeppen, Bruce & Connie Fulbright,
John ASido Rollin, and Chuck Husted

USS San Antonio, LPD 17, at Naval Station Norfolk USS Mahan, DDG 72, at Naval Station Norfolk




REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES (continued)

Attendees

10/12/2010 22:03

Jesse & Evelyn Davis

at

Saturday nightés banqu

Ed Booth wore his uniform at the Banquet

[

Charlie Holyeross
~_ Denny Corbi

B Bill Truslow

197




REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES (continued)

During the banquet, two former Commanding Officers, Capt. Art Bivens and Ed Griffing, and former Engineer, Mike Coyg,
addressed the group. They all praised their crews and recalled some troublesome situations during which the crews reg xonded
properly to prevent potential disasters. Such responses are what has been a distinguishing characteristic of submariners.

7y

Mike began his address by commending Don Kassakatis for his courageous action that saved the life of Electrician, Bill
Deabenderfer. An article on p. 15 has more on this heroieséiving act. (Don and his wife, Donna, were at the reunion bu
were unable to attend the banquet.) Mike also mentioned that he was at the location on naval business where Sam Holiston was
being cut up for scrap.

Capt. Art Bivens
Gold Crew700667

) . ] Capt. Ed Griffing
A picture of Mike Coyle is not Gold Cre&w7246T|O

available, but he made a significant
achievement during his naval career.
Mike advanced to LCdr while aboard

the boat . When he retired in 699, h e
had become a 2 -star Rear Admiral.
That 6s what I cal | a real i Wel | Doneo!




REUNION EVENTS & PICTURES (continued)

Dessert at the banquet

At the banquet, Rebecca Smith accepted from Howard a
5-star award on behalf of the hotel for the excellent job by
the staff of the hotel in all categories of management during
our reunion. Rebecca is the Sales Manager for the Hilton,
and she is the individual with whom Howard dealt with to
arrange the reunion.

The plaque states: 7KH 866 6DP +RXVWRQ 9HWHUDQVY

Assn., Inc. with this plague respectfully honors the

+LOWRQ 1RUIRON $LUSRUW IRU WKH VXFFHVV RI WKH JURXSTV
first formal military reunion from 20 - 23 October 2010.

The superior service rendered was based upon the

KRWHO VWDIIV PHWLFXORXY DWWHQWLRQ WR GHWDLO $V VXFK
the Hilton Norfolk Airport has set a high standard to be

DGRSWHG IRU WKH JURXSTV IXWXUH UHXQLRQV 2Q EHKDOI RI
those attending this reunion, please accept this plaque

as a token of our appreciation for the exceptional

service provided.
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